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ARCANA CCELESTIA. 


This astonishing work was first published in London, in numbers, 
in the year 1750, by John Lewis, who announced it to the public in the 
following curious advertisement : 


“‘ Be it known unto all the learned and curious, that this day is pub- 
lished, the first number of Arcana Celestia, or Heavenly Secrets, 
which are in the Sacred Scriptures, or Worp of the Lord, laid open ; 
as they are found in the sixteenth chapter of Genesis; together with 
the wonderful things that have been seen in the World of Spirits, and 
in the Heaven of Angels. 

« This work is intended to be such an exposition of the whole Bible 
as was never attempted in any language before. The author is a learn- 
ed foreigner, who wrote and printed the first volume of the same work 
last year, all in Latin, which may be seen at my shop in Paternoster 
Row. 

“ And now the second volume is printing both in Latin and English; 
to be published in cheap numbers, that the public may have it in an 
easier manner, in either tongue, than in whole volumes. 

‘It must be confessed that this: nation abounds with a variety of 
commentaries and expositions on the Holy Bible; yet when we eon- 
sider what an inexhaustible fund of knowledge the sacred. Scripture 
contains, the importance of the subjects it treats of, and the vast con- 
cern every man has in those things they relate and recommend, we may 
cease to wonder that so many ingenious pens have been employed in 
sounding the depths of this vast ocean; and he must be a very dull 
writer indeed, who does not find a pretty large number of readers of any 
work he may publish of this kind. I would be far from depreciating the 
merit of any man’s performance ; nay, I will allow, that it is owing to 
the labours of learned ard pious men, in their disquisitions after truth 
in the Bible, that we of this kingdom have been enabled to discern 
truth from error, and to know more of the mind and will of God in his 
Worp, than the priests of Rome were willing we should. Yet give me 
leave to add, that these sacred writings are capable of speaking to the 
heart and understanding of men, by more ways than have been thought 
of or put in practice ; and he who can discover new treasures in these 
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sacred mines, and produce from them such rich jewels as were never 
yet seen by the eye of man, will undoubtedly challenge our strictest at- 
tention, and deserve encouragement in his pious labours. ‘This then 
may be said of our author. He hath struck out a new path through 
this deep abyss, which no man ever trod before ; he has left all the 
commentators and expositors to stand on their own footing; he neither 
meddles nor interferes with any one of them; his thoughts are all his 
own; and the ingenious and sublime turn he has given to every thing 
inthe Scripture, he has copied from no man; and therefore, even in 
this respect, he hath some title to the regard of the ingenious and learn- 
ed world. 

“It is true, when a reader comes to peruse his work, if he expects 
to understand him with a slight and cursory reading, he will find him- 
self greatly mistaken ; his thoughts are too sublime and lofty to be sur- 
veyed with a weak or a wanton eye; his language is quite different 
from the common modes of speech; and his sense is sometimes so deep 
and profound, as not to be readily apprehended by a common under- 
standing. Whoever, therefore, takes this book in hand, and finds pas- 
Sages in it not easily intelligible, let him not throw it by as a thing of no 
value, nor content himself with a bare perusal ; but let him read it over 
and over again; let him study the drift and design of the author; and 
I will answer for it, that the more and oftener he reads it, the more in- 
struction and delight he will receive from it. The author has a depth, 
which if once fathomed (and it is not unfathomable) will yield the 
noblest repast to a pious mind. But if any one imagines that I say this 
to puff a book, in the sale of which my interest is so nearly concerned, 
any gentleman is welcome to peruse it at my shop, and to purchase it 
or not, as his own judgment shall direct him. 

* Nothing recommends a book more effectually to the public than 
the eminence and credit of its author ; nothing is more notorious, than 
that a weak performance, if it appears under a great name, shall be 
better received in the world than the most sublime and ingenious pro- 
ductions of an obscure person; so that it is not merit, but prejudice that 
generally governs the judgment of men. 

“ ‘Though the author of Arcana Celestia is undoubtedly a very 
learned and great man, and his works highly esteemed by the Literat?, 
yet he is no less distinguished for his modesty than his great talents, so 
that he will not suffer his name to be made public. But though I am 
positively forbid to discover that, yet I hope he will excuse me if I ven- 
ture to mention his benign and generous qualities. How he bestowed 
his time and labours in former years, I am not certainly informed : 
(though I have heard by those who have been long acquainted with 
him, that they were employed in the same manner as I am going to 
relate:) but what I have been an eye-witness to I can declare with cer- 
tain truth; and therefore I do aver, that this gentleman, with indefati- 
gable pains and labour, spent one whole year in studying and writing 
the first volume of Arcana Celestia, was at the expense of two hun- 
dred pounds to print it, and also advanced two hundred pounds more 
for the printing of this second volume: and when he had done this, he 
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gave express orders that all the money that should arise in the sale of 
this large work should be given towards the charge of the propagation 
of the gospel. He is so far from desiring to make a gain of his labours, 
that he will not receive one farthing back of the four hundred pounds 
he hath expended; and for that reason his works will come exceeding 
cheap to the public. 

“ J further declare I have not the least reason in the world to believe 
him a bigot to any mode or method of religion; | know not what com- 
munity he belongs to, or whether he belongs to any; if any one can 
guess by his writings, he knows where to find them. But it matters 
not what or who the person is that writes, if his writings are founded 
on truth, and agreeable to such learned men as are competent judges of 
them. The deepest and most learned, as well as most valuable pieces, 
are sometimes misunderstood and rejected many years, even by learn- 
ed men themselves; to instance only three performances out of the 
many that might be produced, viz. Locke on Human Understand- 
ing, Milton’s Paradise Lost, and Prideaux’s Connexion of the Old and 
New Testament. Those who have been conversant with books, espe- 
cially in the trading way, cannot be ignorant of the difficulties these 
valuable pieces have met with in making their way into the world: 
and it is as remarkable now to observe, how they have been called for 
and admired for many years past. 

“ How this great work of Arcana Celestia will succeed in the world, 
is impossible, at present, to determine. If all men of learning were of 
the same mind with the ingenious.and pious Mr. Penny, of Dartmouth, 
we need not fear success; for in his letter to me on the publication of 
the first volume, are these following words: “I have long ardently 
wished to see the historical part of the Old Testament, which seems 
only to regard the Jewish dispensation, (and upon that account too 
lightly regarded by the major part of the present Christian world,) 
proved to be as delightful, instructive, and as necessary for the know- 
ledge of Christians, as the New. This Arcana Celestia gives me the 
fullest satisfaction of,” etc. A copy of this letter was printed at large 
in the Daily Advertiser of Christmas day, 1749. Now this delightful, 
instructive, and necessary knowledge, cannot be expected from this part 
of Holy Writ, unless the historical part of the Old Testament be alle- 
gorized in some such manner as our Latin author has here done it. 
And the great and learned, as well as inspired St. Paul, clearly gives 
encouragement to-this way of writing, Gal. iv. 24. And our author 
neither rejects nor disturbs the /itera/ sense by his allegorical exposi- 
tion. 

“ Soon after the publication of Mr. Penny’s letter, before mentioned, 
a grave, judicious, and learned gentleman, was pleased to call at one of 
the booksellers where this famous Latin book was appointed to be sold : 
and when he had cast his eye over part of the work, he inquired who 
the author was; but being told that the author would not be known, 
‘ Well, (said the gentleman, ) I confess that at these years I am not fond 
of new acquaintance, but should be extremely glad to have some con- 
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versation with him: for (continued he, with great earnestness) I never 
saw, nor heard, nor read of so surprising a man in all my days!’ 
“ Any one of small judgment may guess at the cheapness of the 
work, when he is informed that six hundred and forty quarto pages in 
Latin, of the first-volume, are sold for no more than six shillings, un- 
bound. But this second volume, which is now publishing in Latin and 
English, will be unaccountably cheap, as any one may conclude, even 
by the postage of the Latin copy from abroad: for the bare postage of 
this first number cost no less than twelve shillings, and now it is print- 
_ ed; doth make fifty-two quarto pages in the English tongue; and all to 
be sold for no more than eight-pence, which is not half the price that 
such a quantity of paper and print is generally sold for. ‘The postage 
of the second number came to eighteen shillings ; and that of the third 
amounted to one pound two shillings; and yet these two numbers are 
to be sold for no more than nine-pence each; so that from hence it is 
easy to imagine how cheap the whole will be, especially when printed 
in such a grand and pompous manner, at so low a price. But it is the 
generous author’s absolute command that it should be so, who, it is 
: plain, wants neither purse nor spirit to carry on his laudable under- 
taking. 

‘“‘ As the copy comes from a foreign country, and as one number may 
contain near double the quantity of another, it is utterly impossible to 
fix acertain regular time for the publication of each. But this the 
publie may be assured of, that when a fresh number is published, it 
shall be advertised in the newspapers. ‘Those who are pleased to give 
their orders to the news-cartiers, will have every number as certainly as 
though they were apprized of the certain time of its coming out. And 
the price will be printed on the title of each English number, (and 
every Latin number will be of the same price as the English,) so that 
the readers may be sure that they will not be imposed upon: for some- 
times the bulk of the book will plainly appear to be worth five times as 
much as will be required for it. 

‘“* ‘Those who are so happy as to be well acquainted with the Latin 
tongue, will be highly delighted with the author’s elegant and sublime 
language.” 

<< KK-$ >>> 


The trveRar sense of the Worp. Unless the word, in that sense, 
consisted of natural representatives, corresponding with spiritual and 
celestial things, it would be like a house without a foundation. 

A. C. 10559. 


The trrenan sense of the Worp must pass, as it were, into a shade, 
before the internal sense ean appear, even as the earthly body must 
die, before man can clearly behold the spiritual things of Heaven. 


A. C. 1408. 
Correspondence.—The case with correspondence is almost like any 


one speaking a foreign language, and another instantly understanding 
the sense of the words, &c. A. C. 4337. 
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[BY THE REY. JOHN CLOWES.] 














(Continued from p. 19.) 


“ But how (asked Eugenio) am I to distinguish in myself that pure 
and sacred conjugal love, which you speak of, from that base and un- 
holy lust, or passion, which bears a resemblance to it, and which so 
many people, as it appears to me, mistake for it ?” 

“ Your rule is plain, (replied Paternus,) because the features of dis- 
crimination are broad and manifest. For pure and genuine conjugal 
love is of the mind, and descends thence into the body, whereas lust, or 
passion, is of the body only, and has no place at all in the mind, but 
only in the animal nature. Pure and genuine conjugal love, again, 
delights to look upwards towards Gop, and thus to connect itself with 
an eternal end; whereas lust or passion, delights only to look down- 
wards, and never thinks of regarding any end except the present gratifi- 
cation of appetite: pure and genuine conjugal love, again, finds its chief 
happiness in being confined to one of the sex, and trembles at the idea 
of more than one; whereas lust, or passion, is pleased with the varie- 
ty of unlimited indulgencies, and would regard, as a fetter of iron, the 
shackle which should bind its attachment to a single object. Pure and 
genuine conjugal love, again, is an internal, spiritual, and heavenly 
principle, and being connected with its divine origin, creates in the 
human mind a little paradise of its own peace, innocence, bliss, and 
purity ; whereas lust, or passion, is an external, natural, and infernal 
principle, which being separated from Gop, banishes the human soul 
from paradise, and imprisons it in a miserable dungeon of restlessness, 
guilt, unhappiness, and pollution, with the lost spirits of darkness. 

“ But of all the characters of distinction, (continued Paternus,) be- 
tween pure conjugal love, and lust or passion, none is more remarka- 
ble, and none more deserving remark, than what discriminates each in 
its figurative capacity. For, as you have frequently heard'me observe 
in former conversations, all things here below are figures, and intended 
to be so, of the spiritual invisible realities of another world, or of those 
eternal principles which constitute, on one hand, the kingdom of light 
and blessedness, and on the other hand, the kingdom of darkness and 
misery. Thus marriage, grounded in pure conjugal love, and uniting 
the minds and bodies of two conjugal partners here on earth, is an ex- 
act representative figure of that heavenly and eternal marriage by 
which the divine love and wisdom exist for ever united, first, in their 
supreme source, called Jenovan Gop, in the Old Testament, and 
Jesus Curist in the New; and next, by descent in their two grand 
recipients, the angelic heaven, and the church on earth. Hence Jrno- 
vAH Gop, in the Old Testament, and Jesus Curist in the New, is so 
emphatically called’ by the significant and sacred appellation of Bripr- 
Groom and Huspanp,* whilst His kingdom and church is called by the 


* How plainly does it appear from these appellations, that Jemovau and Jr- 
sus Curist are one and the same identical being, with this only difference, that 
the Jsuovan of the Old Testament bad not assumed the Human Nature or Huma- 
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equally sacred and significant name of Bride and Wife. Hence too 
the kingdom of heaven is so frequently, in the New Testament, com- 
pared toa marriage; and the conjunction of Jesus Curisy with His 
people, is called the marriage supper of the Lams. In pure conjugal 
love, therefore, and the blessed union to which it gives birth, we behold 
a representative image or picture of the union of all divine and hea- 
venly principles, from their supreme souRcE to their lowest state of 
descent and operation ;* which image or picture being continually be- 
fore the eyes of the married partners, and excited by mutual presence 
and aspect, inspires them with ever-increasing regard one towards an- 
other, at the same time that it replenishes their mutual love with a ful- 
ness of new and endless delights, innumerable and inconceivable. 

“‘ But what a sad reverse (continued Paternus) doth the operation of 
lust, or passion, in this instance, exhibit in its unhappy votaries! For 
who cannot discern that it also is a figure, but that in its figurative ca- 
pacity it is an exact representative image or picture of the consocia- 
tion and confederation of all wicked principles and persuasions in that 
dark kingdom in which it originates ? Hence adultery, which is nothing 
else but the effect of lust, or passion, is a term applied, in the Sacred 
Scriptures, to denote all wickedness; whilst the perpetrators of wicked- 
ness are cailed a seed of adulterers, an evil and adulterous generation. 
In adulterous love, or lust, therefore, nothing is to be seen but a_fright- 
ful representation of all uncleanness, impiety, and rebellion against 
Gop; and whilst pure and legitimate marriage presents to our delighted 
eyes a blessed figure of Heaven, and of all the sacred and happy prin- 
ciples which compose it, its opposite, which is adulterous lust, exhibits 
nothing to our view but the disgusting sight of the infernal abodes, and 
of all those miserable and abominable corruptions trom which they are 
formed.” 

“* But supposing (said Miranda) that I should be inclined to love a 
man because he was handsome, agreeable, and accomplished, would 
you call this love by the name of true conjugal love, or of its op- 
posite ?” 

“ If you was inclined to love him (replied Paternus) for no other 
reason than because he was handsome, agreeable, and accomplished, 
I should not say that in such love there was any thing of that pure con- 
jugal principle of which we have been speaking. For the pure prin- 
ciple of conjugal attachment is always distinguished, as we have seen, 
by a regard to Gop, and to those eternal purities which constitute His 
kingdom. Nevertheless, [ do not insist, that a handsome form, and 
agreeable and accomplished manners, are of no account in forming a 
matrimonial connexion. I only insist, that they ought to be viewed in 


nity; whereas Jesus Curist was Jenovan manifested in, and made one, with the 
Humanity! For who cannot see, that it is impossible for the Church to have more 
than one Bridegroom and Husband ? 

* This figurative character of marriage is beautifully expressed in the office 
for matrimony, as it is used in the Church of England. The words are these : 
O God, who hast consecrated the stale of matrimony to such an excellent mystery, 
thai by it is represented and signified the spiritual marriage and unity belwixt 
Cuntst and his church, &c. 
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connexion with higher qualities, and that if those higher qualities be 
wanting, they ought not then to be allowed any influence in directing 
the choice, but rather to be regarded as snares and temptations to mis- 
lead the affections, and thus to throw you into the arms of an infernal, 
whilst you fancied you were taking an angel to your bosom. Fora 
handsome form and agreeable accomplishments, it is possible, like the 
beautiful rind of some fruits, may only be an external covering to rot- 
tenness and decay within. Jesus Curtst has accordingly given his 
disciples a salutary caution on this subject, where He says, “judge 
not according to appearance, but judge righteous yudgment ;” and 
this caution is particularly applicable to all young people in their quest 
of a conjugal partner. For if they judge only according to the appear- 
ance, they may make the most dangerous mistakes, by supposing the 
rind of the fruit to be every thing, and by thus preferring form to sub- 
stance, and the tinsel ornaments of mere external advantages to the 
solid gold of internal piety, wisdom, and virtue.” 

“‘ But you was speaking (said Miranda) of female love being the love 
of the man’s wisdom, and that this love is the proper love of the woman 
—do you mean here by wisdom what is commonly called great talents 
and learning ?” 

“ No, Miranda, (replied Paternus,) for wisdom is distinguished from 
great talent and learning, and it is distinguished principally in this 
respect; that wisdom, properly so called, is always connected with 
religion and the fear of Gov, whereas learning and great talents have 
no such necessary connexion, and are therefore frequently found in the 
possession of the most profligate and abandoned characters. Let me 
earnestly, therefore, advise you, my child, to be ever most scrupulous- 
ly upon your guard against the influence of great talents and learning, 
when separated from religion, lest you should take a serpent to your 
bosom and mistake it for a man. For great talents and learning, when 
destitute of religious principle, which is the fear and love of Gop, form | 
the most tremendgus, as well as the most poisonous of all serpents; nor 
can this serpent ever become a man, but by admitting and submitting 
to the guidance and government of that true wisdom, which alone con- 
stitutes a man, properly so called, and which is always in connexion 
with the wisdom of the Most Hien.” 

“¢ Would you say then, (asked Eugenio, looking on his father with 
great earnestness,) that the married state is to be preferred to the 
single ?” 

“‘T would say (replied Paternus) that both states are in themselves 
good, but that the single state is only so far good as it looks forward to, 
and prepares for, the married state. 1 would say further, that though 
the single state is good, as a preparatory state, yet it never becomes 
what in the Sacred Scriptures is called very good (see Genesis, i. 31.) 
until it is introduced to the sacred chamber of pure, holy, and genuine 
conjugal love, and thus loses its lonely character. On this comparative 
view of the two siates, it was once asked, with a degree of humour, by 
aman more distinguished, alas! for his wit and learning, than for his 
wisdom and piety, What is one half of a pair of scissors good for ? 
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But I should be unwilling thus to insinuate, that the single state is with- 
out its uses, because though one half of the scissors is good for no- 
thing, if it be supposed always to remain detached from its other half, 
yet it certainly is good for something, on the idea of its capacity of 
meeting with its mate, and fulfilling all the purposes of such meeting. 
Would it not, therefore, be wiser to assign to each state its proper ad- 
vantages, yet with this reser ve, that the married state possesses advan- 
tages Jar superior to those of the single state r” 

“ And in what (said Eugenio) would you conceive those mperser 
advantages to consist ?” 

“ T would not scruple to say (replied Paternus) that the married 
state has greatly the advantage over the single, in these four points: 

Ist. In being more agreeable to the order of Gop ; 

2dly. In being more admissive of happiness ; 

3dly. In being more conducive to man’s purification 3 and 

Athly. In promoting more excellent uses.” 

“T should feel most happy, my dear father, (said Miranda,) to be 
convinced of those advantages, and especially of the first ; for since the 
reading of the 7th chapter of St. Paul’s first epistle to the Cor inthians, 
I have been inclined to think that the apostle gives a manifest preference 
to the single state above the married.” 

“ Tt is impossible to suppose (replied Paternus) that the apostle, in 
that chapter, meant to discourage marriage ia general, tor if all man- 
kind were to act upon such a principle , what would become of the 
world, and how could it be legitimately peopled? Besides, it is neces- 
sary to reconcile revelation with itself in such a manner that it may not 
contradict itself; and yet if we allow that St. Paul discouraged mar- 
riage, we must say, not only that he contradicts the positive command 
of Gop on the subject, as it is delivered in the 2d chapter of Genesis, 
but also that he contradicts himself. For in other parts of his writings 
we find him asserting, that marriage is honourable in qf, and that the 
doctrine which forbids to marry is a doctrine of dey But discou- 
ragement of marriage, when authorized by an apesfle, amounts to a 
prohibition, and therefore if we say that St. Paul meant to discourage 
marriage, we are constrained to say likewise, that, according to his own 
testimony, he taught the doctrine of devils, which it is impossible to 
suppose. To clear St. Paul, then, from every imputation, either of 
contradicting the general tenor of the Sacred Scriptures, or of being in- 
consistent with himself, we must look out for some particular reason 
which could induce him to write to the Corinthians, as he bas done, in 
a strain of apparent disparagement of marriage. And it is happy for 
us that we ‘have not far to look for such a reason, because we find the 
apostle asserting, in the 20th verse of the above chapter, that ¢¢ is good 





for the present distress for a man so to 6c, that is, to remain unmar- 


ried. It was therefore the present distress,in other w ords, the disturbed 
and persecuted state of the church, at the time when St. Paul wrote 
his epistle, which alone can be supposed to operate as a reason for his 


recommending to his Corinthian proselytes a stngle state in preference 
” 


to marriage. 
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“Tam much obliged to you, my dear father, (said Miranda,) for your 
very satisfactory expianation of the apostle’s meaning, and I feel now 
more disposed than before to attend to what you may have to say on 
the advantages which married life possesses over that which is single. 
Will you then proceed to show me, in the first place, why marriage is 
more agreeable to the order of Gop than a life of celibacy >” 


(To be continued. 
— Fe 


CONDY’S LETTER, 
IN REPLY TO AN ATTACK ON THE NEW CAURCIY DOCTRINES. 


Notwithstanding that this interesting little pamphlet has rapidly run 
through two editions in Philadelphia, the frequent inquiries made for it 
in this city, has induced us to copy it, in convenient portions, into the 
New-Jerusalem Missionary ; feeling confident that our readers will 
not think the few pages misapplied, which it will occupy in each 
nian ber. 

The exciting causes (to borrow a term from the medical fraternity) 
which gave rise to this production, was an attack made on the writings 
of Swecdenborg, and the doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, by the Rev. 
Jackson Kempen, an Episcopal clergyman in Philadelphia. It seems 
that the public separation of the Rev. Mr. Roc HE, late Rector of Trini- 


ty Church, in that city, (in consequence of receiving the doctrines of 


the New-Jerusalem, as related in our last number,) produced no small 
degree of alarm among the Episcopal Clergy and Laity. The conse- 
quence was, repeated attacks against the New Church, both from the 
pulpit andthe press, by the above-mentioned Rev. Mr. Kemrrr. 

JonaTHAN W. Conny, Esq. counsellor at law, and a learned and 
highly respectable member of the New-Jerusalem Church in Philadel- 
phia, immediately came out with the following letter, under his own 
proper name, as a champion of the vilified party : 

THE LETTER. 


Son of man, what is that proverb that ye have in the land of Israel, saying, The 
days are prolonged, and every vision faileth ? Tell them, therefore, Thus sayeth 
the Lord Jenovan ; I will make this proverb to cease, and they shall no more 
use it as a proverb in Israel; but say unte them, The days are at hand, and the 
effect of every vision.— Ezek. xii. 22, 23. 

SIR, 

You will experience no surprise at the sight of this address. Your 
late rash and repeated attacks, from different pulpits in this city, on the 
doctrines of the New-Jerusalem Church, and those who have received 
them, show plainly that something of the kind was expected. You 
well knew that for more than ten years last past there was a society of 
persons in Philadelphia, well esteemed among their fellow-citizens, as 
possessing sound judgment, aad no contemptible degree of information, 
who had ‘owe their eternal salvation on the truth of those doctrines, 
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and had, for more than five years, in accordance with them, celebrated 
public worship in a Temple expressly dedicated to the Lord Jesus 
Christ in his Divine Humanity, as the only God of heaven and earth. 
You could not be ignorant that there were individuals in that society, 
well able, from their education and known capacity, to defend their re- 
ligious opinions, if assailed, and who would necessarily feel it their duty 
so to do. It may be said by some, that a public teacher of religion has 
a right to enter into controversial ‘disc ussions, and in those discussions 
to pass in review, and condemn such opinions as he may think danger- 
ous or erroneous, and warn his flock against the ree eption of them. To 
this principle we fully assent, Hane veniam petimus damusque ; and 
had you gone no further than temperately, and permit me to say, dis- 
creetly and politely to have discussed those opinions, no one, however 
he might differ from you as to their truth, could reprobate such a mea- 
Sure, as trespassing beyond the strict bounds of your duty, or consider 
himself called upon to defend or reply. But harsh invective, and op- 
probrious epithe ts, in addresses from the pulpit, have no claims to the 
sacred privilege, which is so freely accorded; and he who indulges in 
so censurable a course, can be viewed only as a volunteer in a contyp- 
versy which, if it result in his disadvantage, he has anual 
brought upon himself. And it is to be recollecte ‘d, that religious con- 
gregations, in our day, from the general freedom of sentiment which 
prevails, are of so loose and variegated a texture, that the preacher, of 
whatever society, may rather be considered as addressing the public, 
than a particular class of believers. Per haps others will urge, that a 
Jate occurrence in your religious community, may have thrown you off 
your guard, and occasione da warmth of fee! ling, which is rather to be 
pardoned as the effect of sudden excitement, than the result of preme- 
ditation or a willingness to offend. But without meeting this palliation 
of your conduct, by urging, as [ might do, that the circumstance of a 
young clergyman of the Epise opal church, of known respectability and 
talents, contrary to his worldly interests, receiving and openly avowing 
so novel a system of re ligious opinion, should rather have occasioned 
cautious and profound inquiry ; we feel it to be our duty to state, that 
vour hostility to the New-Jerusalem Church has a much earlier date 
than the circumstance alluded to, and is of a more marked and perma- 
nent character than could have been derived from this single occur- 
rence. It is, | think, more than seven years since you made a former 
attack from the pulpit against the same religious society. It was heard 
by a member of that so ciety, who was then a pew-holder, and was at- 
tending public w onip in one of your churches, and reported by him 
with indignation. !n addition to this, the publication and distribution 
of an attack from the press, in the shape of a pamphlet, within a few 
days, and which has been traced io its compiler, shows, from its title- 
page and its conte nts, a determined and continued rancour, which would 
compel either resistance or submission. ‘To the last we are not to be 
driven. In the reply, which has been thus compelled, you shall meet 
with no anonymous adversary. The openness with which the mem- 
bers of the New-Jerusalem Church have alw avs ayowed their senti- 
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ments, forbids such a measure. And it is proper to declare, that if it 
should be resoried to in return by yourself, or any ally, it will be treat- 
ed with the neglect which such covert attacks justly deserve. 

Having been a reader of the invaluable theological writings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg for more than twenty-three years, and an un- 
doubting receiver of the truths revealed from the Lord through him, 
and of course one of the earliest members now living in this city, of the 
religious society so violently attacked by you, the duty of saying some- 
thing i in return to the unmerited opprobrium which you have attempted 
to cast on the New Church, seems fairly to have ‘devolved upon me. 
Although not a divine by occupation, theology has formed a part of 
those studies which the vacant hours of another profession have per- 
mitted me to cultivate, and I cannot justly free myself from a responsi- 
bility so plainly incurred, by throwing the labour of discharging it upon 
others. 

Permit me, sir, in the outset, to felicitate you, upon the honour of 
being one of the early recruits of those immense armies, which we are 
told in the twentieth chapter of the Apocalypse, should gather them- 
selves together to battle, and encompass the beloved city. Your mo- 
desty will perhaps be alarmed at the importance with which this 
allusion may seem to invest your character ; but that painful sensation 
will be greatly alleviated, when you reflect, that it is no uncommon 
occurrence in the history of battles, for the light troops of an army to 
bring on the engagement. ‘That contentions, severe and bitter conten- 
tions, and of long continuance, justly figured in the sacred scriptures 
under the names of battles, and of wars and rumours of wars, will take 
place between the Old and the New Church, we have not on our part 
the least doubt. ‘They are plainly foretold in the awful prophecies, 
which respect the latter da; LYS, the consummation of the age, and the 
passing away of the first heaven and the first earth. The declaration 
of Pope Paul IV. that “ rather than submit to any thing below his 
dignity, he would set fire to the four corners of the world,” is in the 
spirit of all hierarchies, whether Greek, Roman or Protestant, Maho- 
medan or Gentile. Nor is this spirit always most predominant in the 
greater dignitaries. The Presbyter, who almost fancies himself a bishop, 
may be seen hastening for the fire and the faggot, whilst the mitred 
prelate, rich in general esteem for toleration and. forbearance, contents 
himself with the pleasant story, centies repetitd.* It is true that the 
subject is not seen in its full magnitude by the assailants of the New 
Church, and they little think that the awful denunciation, related by 
the Roman historian, to have been heard in the sanctuary at the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, has been pronounced in their own temples.? 


* It is really surprising, how excelleut and worthy men will receive and pass 
off for true, the most improbable anecdotes, when a little serious examination and 
inquiry, at the proper sources of information, would satisfactorily show them to 
be without the slightest foundation. 

t In the fifth book of the history of Tacitus we have the following relation in his 
account of the destruction of Jerusalem : “ Portents and prodigies announced the 
ruin of the city. Swords were seen glittering in the air; embattled armies ap- 
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Their views, at present, are more limited. A more special, and in 
their fears, a more imminent danger excites their immediate hostility. 

The progress of the denial of the divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ is 
well known. The church of Geneva, all protestant Germany, the 
protestant church of France, the leaders in literature and theology in 
Boston, with many adherents, have declared this denial openly —It 
threatens to devour, and it will devour the whole church called Chris- 
tian—“ A fire devoureth before them; and behind them a flame burn- 
eth; yea and nothing shall escape them. They shall run like mighty 
men ; they shall climb the wall like men of war ; and they shall march 

every one on his ways, and they shall not break their ranks: netther 

shall one thrust another : they y shall walk every one in his path: and 
when they shall fall upon the sword they shall not be wounded. They 
shall run to and fro: in the city : they shall run upon the wall, they 
shall climb up upon the houses ; they shall enter in at the windows 
like a thief. The carth shall quake before them: the heavens shall 
tremble: the sun and the moon shall be dark, and the stars shall 
withdraw their shining.”* But the denial of the divinity of our Lord 
is not confined to the people above-mentioned—it is every where se- 
cretly entertaincd. Yet strange as it may seem, Unitarianism is re- 
probated by priests and people. Emanuel Swedenborg has declared 
that the origin and progress of Socinianism is in the c hurch itself, which 
has divided the Godhead into three distinct and separate persons, and 
the Lord Jesus Christ into two, as to his Godhead divine, but with 
respect to his humanity “ as another man,” and has taught that as to 
the first he is with and equal to the Father, and as to the latter (his 
humanity) he ts with the angels in heaven, and not omniscient and 
omnipresent,t and that tt és a damnable heresy if the Lord Jesus 
Christ be worshipped as to his humanity. ‘The New-Jerusalem Church 
declares, that there is but one God, who is the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
that his humanity, now glorified, is as his divinity. That the church 
has been destroyed, by a denial not of the Lord’s divinity, but of the 
divinity of his humanity ; ; and that acceptable worship can now be of- 
fered to the Lord, only in his divine humanity, which has all power in 
heaven and in earth. ‘This doctrine necessarily drives the old church 
to the avowal of three distinct and separate Gods, and the use of So- 
cinian arguments to oppose it. It is in fact the spear of Ithuriel, 

whose touch has compelled the seducer, who has for so many years 
breathed into the ear of the church, to start up into his real shape, and 
discover the true character and nature of the heresy which has been so 
extensively propagated since the council of Nice. Here then we see 


peared, and the temple was illuminated by a stream of light that issued from the 
heavens. ‘The portal flew open, and a voice more than humaa was heard to de- 
clare, that “ the gods were departing.” 


* This is the true and certain prophecy of God. The remedy is given in these 
words, “ Turn unio the Lorp your God.” 


t Itis to be observed, that the Catholic church, in consequence of their belief 
in the omnipresence of the body of Christ in the Eucharist, have a somewhat more 
exalted idea of the Lord’s humanity. 
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the secret of this great hostility to the writings of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, and the doctrines of the New-Jerusalem Church. The contest 
between the Socinians and their former enemies must terminate, and 
an alliance be established between them “ to devour the man child as 
soon as it is born.””* ‘The idle dispute kept up so long in the church, 
as to the abstract nature of the Godhead before the incarnation, will 
now cease, and the real question hereafter must be, is our Lord Jesus 
divine as to his iuimanity ? Is the church to worship a manifested God; 
or in other words, ** God manifested in the flesh;” or is she again to 
adore, “ she knows not what,” “the unknown God,” the unmanifest- 
ed Father, “‘ whom no one hath seen at any time?” ‘These are now 
the awful questions that are to be decided, and upon their decision, with 
each one of us, will depend our conjunction or disjunction with “ the 
only wise God our Saviour.” The dispute between bishop Horsley 
and Dr. Priestly sinks into insignificance, and will be viewed as a con- 
tention between men fighting in the dark, both equally denying the true 
object of worship, diflering only in name, and agreeing in the real he- 
resy which has destroyed every thing in the church. 

But to return to the cause which has given rise to this address. You 
have declared that no attack has been made on the members of the 
New-Jerusalem Church personally, and they have, therefore, no cause 
to complain. Is it then an occasion on which we should feel no inte- 
rest, discover no sensibility, manifest no disposition to defend our sys- 
tem of religious faith, when a public teacher in the pulpit undertakes 
to compare with “ the arch impostor Mahomed,” the herald of a dis- 
pensation, which we view as the crown and the perfection of all dis- 
pensations that have preceded, the chosen instrument of promulgating 
a revelation, wherein “ that book which no man in heaven, nor tu 
earth, neither under the earth, has been able to open, nor to read, 
neither to look thereon,” has been at length opened, and its seals un- 
loosed ? Is it no matter of personal offence that an anonymous pam- 
phlet, in which are collected various slanders, new and old, published 
against us in England and America, under the title of “ Swedenborgi- 
anism Displayed,” has been compiled by you, and distributed amongst 
the congregation of the worthy gentleman mentioned above? Nay, 
that sentiments therein quoted from the writings of Emanuel Sweden- 
borg, are branded as “ carnal, sensual, and devilish?” Be pleased, 
sir, ‘to tell me how you and the members of your communion would 
have received from us, as connected with your religious belief, a dis- 
section of the character of the first head of your church, and the great 
apostle of your faith; and what would have been your sensations, had 
we descanted on the lusts, the adulteries, the murders of his most sacred 
majesty, the eighth Henry; and after trying the medium of the pulpit, 
resorted to the press, and distributed throughout a particular congre- 
gation a pamphlet entitled Episcopalianism Displayed, and containing 





* To what but this alliance can we attribute the circumstance, that in a 
pamphlet, compiled by an Episcopalian clergyman, an attack by the Unitari- 


ans of Boston on Emanucl Swedenborg, and the New-Jerusalem Church, is 
inserted at full length as authority. 
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a compilation of all the criticisms which had been made on the thirty- 
nine articles, and an absiract from the eleventh of the first book of Ho- 
milies appointed to be read in ‘your churches; ‘There is no difficulty in 
anticipating the temper with which a conduct so hostile to your feel- 
ings would have been received. And has your church then any pre- 
rogative in this matter? We presume not. We have, with yourselves, 
to thank the Providence of our Divine Master, that he has set our feet 
in a broad land; that the privileges of religious sects depend neither 
upon their numbers nor their antiquity; and that as you are now hap- 
pily exempted from the fires and auto da fés of the daughter, we en- 
joy a most perfect immunity from the ax of the father, and the statutary 
penalties and disabilities of his successors. But there can be no doubt 
the attacks you have made on manuel Swedenborg and his writings, 
were made with a view of bringing his doctrines into discredit, and to 
degrade the character and standing of those who have received them, 
and thus destroy their influence in society, whether as amongst our own 
members or with those who might be induced to examine and embrace 
them. Every principle, therefore, of self-protection, as well as regard 
for what we are perfectly assured is the very truth of God, compels us 
to refute the calumnies thus casi upon us, and represent to those who 
are willing to inquire and to know, their general nature and excellence. 


( To be continued.) 
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[®BOM THE EDITOR’S COMMON-PLACE BOOK. | 


WILL AND UNDERSTANDING. 


Our affections originate in the wi/l, as our thoughts do in the under- 
standing. The will and understanding, therefore, are like a connubial 
pair, producing an offspring of affections and thoughts. When they are 
truly united in marriage union, so that there is no disagreement between 
inclination and duty, then the offspring are good, and are signified by 
the living creatures said to be created on the stath day. The under- 
standing is a masculine principle, and the will feminine. The under- 
standing is, therefore, called man, and the will woman. “ Adam called 
his wife’s name Eve, because she was the mother of all living.’ The 
will is the mother of all the loves and affections, which constitute our 
very essential life. 

THE BIRTH OF SOULS. 

It is the opinion of many Christians, that the Almighty created all 
souls on the sixth day, in which it is said ali creation was finished; and, 
consequently, that all souls have existed from that time, although they 
have not been united to material bodies ; 


And down he sent the souls he made, 
‘To seek their bodies here. 
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Others maintain, that at a certain period of gestation, a soul is 

created, and miraculously conveyed into the body of the infant; while 

others, again, believe it is ixhaled in the first breath the new-born in- 

fant draws, who thus “ becomes a living soul.” All these opinions 
we hold to be unscriptural, unphilosophical, and irrational. 

The real truth is, that all souls are produced by traduction, or from 
the parents, in continual succession. Man is compounded of a material 
and a spiritual substance, and has the power (from the Lord) of be- 
getting or propagating the same to his ofispring. Of course an infant’s 
soul is as much the offspring of the parents’ soul, as its body is of the 
parents’ body ; and must, therefore, be born with such dispositions, 
affections, and moral temperament as predominated in the souls of the 
parents at the time of its traduction. Hence all our hereditary evils 
(generally called original sin) are the children or offspring of those 
evils which our parents loved. ‘It is our duty, therefore, to oppose them 
in ourselves, fight manfully against them, and completely expel them 
from our hearts and lives, not merely for our own sake, but also for the 
sake of our unborn offspring. re we may rest assured that the more 
we are purified, the less will they be defiled. 

HEREDITARY EVIL. 


Every particular quality and disposition of an infant’s soul, is the 
offspring and image of a similar quality and disposition in the father’s 
soul. Hence the hereditary evil in one person, is not precisely the 
same as in another, but differs according to the moral complexions and 
characters of their respective forefathers ; whereas, were it merely from 
one first man’s transgression, then it would be alike malignant in all, 
and its degree and quality the same in each individual. But this is not 
the case, and therefore the doctrine of original sin, as maintained both 
by papists and protestants, is not founded i in truth. 

Some hereditary evils will remain quiescent, and thus descend from 
the soul of the father to that of the son, through several successive gene- 

rations, without being manifested or perceived; and afterwards (like 
the scrofula or king’s evil) break out in “ the third or fourth gene- 
ration.” This is the only way in which the sins of the fathers are ever 
visited on the children. 








FAMILY LIKENESS. 


As the infantile seul gradually clothes itself with a material body, in 
the womb, the eyes of Omniscience alone can “ see its substance, yet 
being unperfect ; and in his book all our members were written, (which 
in continuance [or succession] were fashioned) when as yet there were 
none of them.” The features of the body thus assumed, must, of course, 
more or less correspond to the peculiar characteristics of the essence 
from which it is derived, and this is the only philosophical reason 
which can be given, why children generally bear a greater resemblance 
(in person and features) to their father, than to their mother, 


SELF LOVE. 


When the children of Israel entered the Land of Canaan, they fought 
against Adoni-Bezek, whom they caught, and cut off his thumbs and 
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great toes. “ And they brought him to Jerusalem, and there he died.” 
This was the king of the Canaanites. The king of all our Canaanites, 
or evils, is the love of self. ‘This monster, like Adoni-Bezek, may be 
captured, maimed, and disabled from doing any farther mischief ; but 
he will not finally give up the ghost and die, until we arrive at the 
Heavenly Jerusalem. We can “ bruise the serpent’s head,” but are 
unable to slay him. Job boasted of his integrity, but was compelled to 
acknowledge, that none but God could “ draw up the great leviathan 
with a hook. 


‘ 


TOWER OF BABEL. 


Wherever stone is mentioned in the Worp, it signifies truth. Thus 
the Lord is called a stone and a rock, because he is divine truth. The 
doctrine of his supreme, sole, and exclusive divinity, is called “ the 
stone which the Jewish builders rejected, the same which has now be- 
eome the head of the corner.” All true doctrines are called stones, 
in the language of inspiration, because all ancient temples were com- 
posed of that material. The regenerate mind is a spiritual temple; 
anid it is readily admitted that doctrine and life, or faith and charity, 
constitute such a temple. ‘These are the stones and mortar of which 
the spiritual building is erected. 

The tower of Babel, however, was not built of stone, but of brick; 
an artificial zmztation of stone, made by man; nor was their cement 
good tempered mortar, but filthy slime, or pitch. Alas, how many 
Jabourers, at this very day, are employed in erecting just such edifices, 
and of the same spurious materials. 

Ever since heresies and divisions first distracted the Christian church 
men have framed doctrines for themselves, instead of drawing them 
from the word of God. ‘These artificia/ doctrines have been made to 
accommodate their own fiery lusts for dominion, &c. which, in the alle- 
gorical language of Correspondences, is signified by burning bricks. 
Having “ journeyed from the East,” (or departed from the Lord and 
a life of righteousness,) and taken up their residence in the low and 
filthy valley of Shinar, (or sunk into uncleanness and profanity,) they 
began to persuade themselves and each other to believe that which was 
false, in order that they might indulge their darling sins without the 
sting of conscience. They wished to build a city and a tower whose 
top might reach to heaven, in order to make themselves a name; but 
instead of erecting it with genuine stone and mortar, they substituted 
brick and slime. In other words, instead of framing their doctrines 
from the divine truths of God’s most holy word, and cementing them 
with works of righteousness ; they formed them in error, h: irdened them 
in the furnace of their own evil loves and lusts, and stuck them to- 
gether with the slime or pitch of iniquity “ They had brick for stone ; 
and slime had they for mortar.” 


THE OLD CHURCH AND THE NEW. 


“The whole earth was of one language, and of one speech.” The 
primitive Christian church was of one doctrine and of one life. But 
now, alas! their language is so “ confounded, that they cannot under- 
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stand each other’s speech, and they are scattered abroad” into several 
hundred different sects. But, blessed be God, in these days of darkness 
and affliction, Terah has taken Abram, his son; and Lot the son of 


Haran, his son’s son, and Sarai, his daughter-in-law, his son Abram’s - 


wife, and they have gone forth with them from Ur of the Chaldees, 
to go into the land of Canaan.” 


SIXTH GENERAL CONVENTION. 


Agreeably to our promise in the first number of the Missionary, we 
now publish a Journal of the proceedings of the Stath Genera Con- 
VENTION OF THE New-JerusaALemM Cuurcn, which was held at the 
‘Temple, in the City of Baltimore, on the 5th, 6th, and 7th of June, in 
the year of our Lord’s First Advent, 1823—ef his Second Advent, 67. 
From this document it will be seen, that the Progress of the New 
Church, since the last Annual Report, has been equal to the most san- 
guine anticipation of its warmest supporters. 


JOURNAL 


Of the proceedings of the General Convention of the Receivers of the 
Doctrines of the New Jerusalem, from different parts of the United 
States, held at the Temple, in the City of Baltimore, on Thursday, 
the Sth of June, 1823—67 ; and continued until Saturday the 7th. 


The Delegates appointed by their respective Societies in various 
parts of the United States, convened at the Temple in Baltimore, on 
Thursday morning, the 5th instant, at 10 o’clock, agreeably to adjourn- 
ment of the last Convention. 

After the morning service had been read by the Rev. John Har- 
grove, of Baltimore, and an appropriate sermon by the Rev. M. M. 
Carll, of Philadelphia, the initiatory rite of Baptism was performed on 
the Rev. M. B. Roche, who had lately separated from the Episcopal 
Church, in consequence of receiving the Heavenly Doctrines of the 
New-Jerusalem. 


The Convention was then duly organized, by the appointment of 


the Rev. John Hargrove, as President; the Rev. M. Carll, as Vice- 
President ; and Mr. Samuel Woodworth, as Secretary. 

The President opened the Convention wiih an appropriate prayer ; 
after which a number of Communications, from various parts of the 
United States, were laid on the table, and read by the Secretary. ‘These 
were ultimately referred to a committee of three, consisting of the Rev. 
Mr. Carll, the Rev. Mr. Doughty, and Mr 8. Woodworth, who were 
instructed to select such parts as they might deem useful to publish, 
and cause the same to be appended to the Journal of the proceedings 
of the present Convention. 

On motion of Mr. Schlatter, a committee of five was appointed to 


report such business as might be deemed expedient to lay before the 
Vou. I. 
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Convention at their present session. This committee consisted of 
Messrs. Roche, Espey, Smith, Schlatter, and Worcester. 

The Rev. Mr. Carll announced to the Convention that the Rev. 
Mr. Boyle, of Frankford, Pa had lately been removed, by the Lord, 
to a higher and more enlarged sphere of usefulness in the eternal world. 
He departed in a most blessed frame of mind, breathing forth aspira- 
tions of gratitude to his Heavenly Father, for having been permitted to 
behold and enjoy the blessings of his second advent, and to be himself 
employed as a labourer in building up the walls of the New Jerusalem. 

On motion of Mr. Hubbard, the Convention then adjourned, to 
meet again to-morrow morning, at 10 o’clock, at the same place. 


Friday, June 6th. 


The Convention met, pursuant to adjournment, and was again open- 

ed with prayer; when the Committee of Ave made the following 
REPORT. 

The Committee appointed by the Convention to examine the pre- 
ceding Journals, and report whether there is any unfinished business ; 
and also.to prepare, for the consideration of the Convention, such mat- 
ters as they may deem useful for the advancement of the increase and 
prosperity of the Lord’s New Church, 

Report as follows : 

1. That they have examined the Journals of the preceeding Con- 
vention, and find that there is no unfinished business, except the reso- 
lution of the Convention of 1820, respecting a Committee appointed to 
eompile a Catechism, and they find that no report has ever been made. 

2. With respect to the means necessary to be used for the prosperity 
of the Lord’s New Church, your Committee being sensible that a know- 
ledge of the writings of the Hon. Emanuel Swedenborg have always 
been attended with beneficial consequences; and knowing that the 
Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem are not known in many 
places, from the scarcity of the works in this country, they therefore 
recommend to this Convention that some measures should be adopted 
for the publication of the smaller works. 

3. As another means of promoting the knowledge of the Doctrines 


. of the New Church, we would recommend that the Rev. Mr. Carll, or 


Mr. Roche, should be requested to take a Missionary tour through the 
western part of Pennsylvania and the state of Ohio, during the present 
summer. Many societies exist in these remote parts, whose spiritual 
States might be greatly benefited by such a mission, and many waver- 
ing minds might thereby be brought within the pale and more imme- 
diate influence of the Lord’s New Church. 


The foreguving report was accepted, and a committee appointed to 
draw the outlines of a New-Jerusalem Catechism, and report the 
Same to-morrow. 

On motion, a committee was appointed to prepare an Address to 
the Members of the New-Jerusalem Church throughout the United 
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States. This committee consisted of Messrs. Carll, Doughty, Roche, 
and Hargrove. 

On motion of Mr. Roche, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That it is recommended that every Church should here- 
after send, by their delegates to the Conventions, a written statement 
of baptisms, marriages, funerals, number of communicants, and other 
matters relating to the spread of the Heavenly Truths of the New-Je- 
rusalem in their vicinity. 

On motion of Mr. Espey, (of Bedford, Pa.,) it was 

Resolved, That it be recommended to all Societies and individuals, 
hereafter making communications to the Convention, to send the same 
by private conveyance; or, in case that they are sent by mail, that 
the postage be previously paid. 

In pursuance of the recommendation in the Report of the commit- 
tee of five, (as given above,) it was 

Resolved, That the Rev. Mr. Carll and the Rev. Mr. Roche be ap- 
pointed, by this Convention, to make a missionary tour through such 
of the western states as may be deemed expedient, during the present 
summer, for the purpose of preaching the Doctrines of the New-Jeru- 
salem, and administering the ordinances of the Church to all such mem- 
bers as are desirous of receiving them. 

Resolved, ‘That a committee of three, from the Society in Philadel- 
phia, be appointed to open a communication with the receivers of the 
Doctrines of the New Church in the United States, as they may deem 
expedient. and to receive all monies that may be contributed for de- 
fraying the expenses of Missionaries appointed by the Convention, 
and as soon as the funds will justify the uidertaking, to send one or 
both of them, on a tour through some of the western states. 

Messrs William Schlatter, Daniel Lammot, and Jonathan W. 
Condy, of Philadelphia, were appointed to this committee. 

The Convention then adjourned, to meet again to-morrow morning, 
at 10 o’clock. 

Saturday, June 7th. 

The Convention met, pursuant to adjournment, and was again open- 
ed with prayer. 

The Rev. Mr. Carll, from the committee on the Catechism, made 
the following 

REPORT. 


Your committee beg leave to report, on the subject submitted to 
their consideration, viz. that of a suitable Catechism: 

Two objects present themselves for consideration. 1. The matter 
of which it shall be constituted; and, 2. The order or arrangement, 

Previous to instruction in abstract truths, the mind should be pre- 
pared by forming a plan for their reception. The mind consists of 
different degrees, which are successively opened and formed by know- 
ledges suitable to each degree. The natural, is opened by natural 
knowledges; and the spiritual, by a knowledge of the truths of the Holy 
Word. 
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Instruction in the literal sense of the Word, must form the basis of 
natural instruction; and a knowledge of the science of correspondence, 
must form the foundation of the spiritual sense’ The letter of the 
Word, therefore, and the science of correspondences, must be prepara- 
tory to profitable instruction im true Doctrine. 

After instruction in the literal sense of the Word, a series of ques- 
tions may be drawn up. 

1. On some of the leading correspondences drawn from the most 
noble and useful objects in creation; such as the sun, moon, stars, heat, 
light, &c.,as well as from the subjects of the animal, vegetable, and 
mineral kingdoms. 

Questions on the Doctrines of the New-Church, as derived from the 
Word of the Lord. 

2. On the Creator. 
. On the Lord, the Redeemer. 
On Regeneration. 
On Charity, Faith, and Good-W orks. 
» On the Decalogue. 
. On Hereditary Evil. 
. On Temptation. 
On the Sacraments. 
» On the nature of the Soul and its connexion with the Body. 

11. On Spiritual Influence. 

12. On the Resurrection; together with various other subjects, of 
equal importance. 


TAB 0 


—_ 
DO 


The Rev. Mr. Roche, from the committee appointed for that pur- 

pose, reported the following 
ADDRESS. 
To the Members of the New-Jerusalem in the United States. 

Dear BrevTuren in THE Lorn, 

We have, by the Divine mercy of the only wise God our 
Saviour, Jesus Christ, been permitted to assemble ourselves together, 
in his name, for the purpose of advancing the glory of the Second Ad- 
vent; and, in the bonds of affection, we are united in spirit with those 
who have been enlightened by the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Je- 
rusalem. When we reflect upon the high station which we lawfully 
assume in society, as the church and bride of Jesus, descending out of 
heaven, clothed with the garments of Divine Truth, and invested with 
the principles of holy charity, the admonition of our Lord addresses it- 
self forcibly to us, “ Let your light so shine, that others seeing your 
good works, may glorify your Father who is in heaven.” 

This sacred injunction can only be complied with when a due sense 
of the nature of a true faith is considered, and a constant and deter- 
mined aim to be conformed to the image and likeness of God, animates 
us in all our actions. ‘T’o the maintenance of these heavenly princi- 
ples we affectionately exhort you, since, in proportion to their union in 
your hearts, and their display in a life of use, will the church approve 
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itsel to the world and to your souls, and show that its founder and 
builder is God. . 

In the commencement of every new dispensation, there is much to 
fear It ‘s like an intant, whose weakness and tender construction re- 
quire constant and cautious nurture. To the church, that can only be 
beneficial which forms the life of God in the soul, and calls forth the 
energy of your minds to high and heavenly pursuits. Remember then, 
Dearly Beloved, that the New Church of the Lord, in all her bright 
displays of tr uth, does not open to you a mere field for intellectual 
speculation, but that all her heavenly virtues have their ground and 
existence in the higher principle of love to God and man. Unless this 
is attended to, you will most certainly fall into that fatal error which 
has reduced religion to a_ form of godliness, while the power is wanting: 
you will virtually maintain justification by faith alone, and become ex- 
alted by selfish and worldly principles, while humility, disinterested- 
ness, and all christian virtues will be lost, in the pride of a name and 
the maintenance of a party. Cultivate then, Dear Brethren, the love 
of God within you, and as having higher knowledge, strive continually 
to bring it to its true and proper developement. In proportion as those 
around you behold the beneficial consequences resulting from the Hea- 
venly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, so will they be disposed to enter 
into her gates, and join in the w orship and acknowledgment of “ God, 
even the Lamb.” “Let not then your aim be the mere proselyting of 
those around you, by leading them only to the Trurn: but labour also 
to promote their regeneration, by pointing, by precept and example, to 
the Lire. 

The prejudices of the world, and of the old church, we know, are 
powerful in opposition to the Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, and 
will only be overcome as the Church of the Lord elevates herself to 
that to which Jesus has called her, even the purification of our souls. 
Then will her light shine into the darkness, and the nations of the 
world learn righteousness—then reproaches will end, calumnies cease, 
and our religion be perceived to’rest upon that EvErLastine Gospen 
which proclaims love to God and man. 

We hawe viewed, with interest, the controversies which are at pre- 
sent carried on in various parts of our country, between the members 
of the Old and of the New Church, since they must tend to advance the 
knowledge of the truth. But their real and ultimate good can only be 
insured, by an attention to those dictates of charity which are due from 

man to man. Let us, therefore, in love, caution you against the influ- 
ence of that bitterness of spirit which will render even the waters of 
life like those of Marah. “ When you are reviled, revile not again,” 
but in meekness instruct those who oppose themselves against you : 
for then, if you fail te convince them of the truth of doctrine, you will 
furnish them with a precept of life. 

By the Journal of the Convention you will see that a Missionary 
has been appointed, for the purpose of travelling through the Western 
part of Pennsylvania, and into Ohio. This route has been desig- 








54 SIXTH GENERAL CONVENTION. 








nated from the conviction of the extensiveness of the field, and 
the appearance of use, which is presented to us in the situation 
of the inhabitants of that region. When we look toward the West, 
and are informed of the states of the people, we are convinced 
that the “ field is there white already to harvest.” We, therefore, ear- 
nestly solicit you, Dear Brethren, to aid this laudable undertaking, by 
your prayers and contributions, so that the light which you rejoice to 
have received, may be dispensed to others. 

And now, Beloved, may the truths of the New-Jerusalem enlighten 
your minds, and her goods purify your hearts, so that you may be 
brought into conjunction with our Lord God and ‘Saviour, Jesus Christ, 
to whom be all glory for ever. 





On motion of Mr. Roche, it was 

Resolved, ‘Vhat a committee of three persons, in the City of Phila- 
delphia, be appointed to draw up some general RULES OF ORDER, 
for the regulation of the future Conventions of the New-Jerusalem 
Church, and that the same be reported and recommended to the next 
Annual Convention. 

This committee* consists of Messrs. Roche, Condy, and Lammot. 

Several of the Delegates then presented reports of the present state 
of their respective Societies, and of the progress of the New Church in 
their vicinity. ‘These were referred to the committee of three, to be 
by them arranged for publication, with the extracts of letters they were 
preparing for that purpose, and appended to the present Journal. 

A resolution was then adopted, recommending that at all future Con- 
ventions of the New Church, each Society shall be represented by a 
number of Delegates not exceeding three. 

On motion of the Rev. Mr. Roche, it was unanimously 

Resolved, That the next Convention be held in the City of Phila- 
delphia, on the first Thursday of June, 1824—68. 

The usual vote of thanks to the President, Vice-President, and Se- 
cretary, was then passed, and the Convention was closed with prayer. 

—<— te 


Tue Commirree appointed to select from the communitations ad- 
dressed to the (onvention, such parts as it may be useful to publish, 
have attended to that duty, with a pleasure which no member of the 
Lord’s New Church could have failed of experiencing on the same oc- 
casion. Ifany difficulty attended the task assigned them, it arose not 
from a deficiency of materials, from which to frame a Report, but from 
the necessity of compressing into a few pages, a mass of interesting In- 
formation that would enrich a volume. The limits to which they were 
restricted have, therefore, compelled them to select only the most pro- 
minent and striking facts, and to deposit the communications with the 
venerable President, for the inspection of any one who wishes for fur- 
ther particulars. 

The letters from which the following extracts are made, were taken 
up and numbered in the order in which they happened to lie on the 
table, without regard to date or place. 
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EXTRACTS. 


No. 1. “ Cumberland, ( Md.) June 2d, 1823—67. 

“‘ T sincerely regret that the health of our town prevents me from ac- 
cepting the polite invitation to attend; in the room thereof, [ will en- 
deavour to give you an account of the state of the Lord’s New Church 
in and about our neighbourhood. We have but three full receivers of 
these Doctrines; but there are several who are partial, and many who 
are readers of the works of the enlightened Scribe ; and I am well sa- 
tisfied that, had we a sufficient number of the works of the New Church, 
(for which I have written to Baltimore, Philadelphia, and N@ York,) 
we might be able to spread them more extensively.” 

“J. M. Lawrence.” 
No. 2. “ Milton, (Va.) June, 1823—67. 

“¢ [ have, for a number of years, wished and tried to be a light in the 
Lord’s hand, to let the people in,this place know that there was need 
for a New Church ; but the effect has been but small. Some are Pre- 
destinarians, who think their salvation sure; some are Baptists, who 
read but little, except those books written by people of their own de- 
scription; some are Atheists, who think all religion vain. However, 
in God’s hands, I was instrumental in stirring up two persons of Old 
England, to live according to the faith and practice of the New-Jerusa- 
lem Church; and, likewise, in moving a young man to be of the New, 
Church. He was a shining light. He left this place, and went to New- 
York, and is now under the tuition of Mr. Doughty; his name is 
George Wheeler. In this place I have counselled a few to read Ema- 
nuel Swedenborg’s writings. I conclude. God bless the Convention, 
and the end of the meeting. Iam sorry that it is out of my power to 
attend: I have been but twice out of my house for ten years.” 

“ Huca Warre.” 

No. 3. “ Lynchburg, (Va. ) , 1823—67. 

- You request that, in case of imperious circumstances intervening to 
prevent personal attendance, it would be gratifying to receive some 
brief written communication, respecting the state of the Lord’s New 
Church, in my neighbourhood, for the last year In Lynchburg and 
the surrounding country we have no Church, as yet, established in its 
outward form under the Lord’s New Dispensation ; but it is my most 
sincere wish and desire that it should take place, and with as little de- 
lay as possible; but, without the aid of a preacher, we shall advance 
but slowly. At this time, there are but few full receivers of the Hea- 
venly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem Church,‘agd among them I am 
the only active one, as yet, in this quarter. ‘THere are more readers, 
and the prejudice against the Lord’s New Dispensation is wearing 
away gradually; and | think if a young man could be found who has 
talents, a classical education, and a member of the Lord’s New Church, 
who would be willing to undertake to teach a small school, ina private 
family, for certain salary, and at the same time being capable and wil- 
ling to preach the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem Church, 
I believe such a person, in a short time, would be enabled to do a great 
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deal of good in these parts, and I bin’ no doubt that with what 

aid [ could give, a church here could be established, in its outward 

form, in a very short time. I should be glad if you would interest your- 

self in making the inquiry, and communicate with me on the subject.” 
“ Joun J. Capecr.” 


No. 4. * Brownsville, May 10th, 1823—067. 

“ IT received your Circular, giving notice to attend the Convention 
to be held in June. I am sorry to inform you that it is not convenient 
for me ¢@ attend, for several reasons; one of which is}n my return 
from the city, last June, f had partly concluded that this was the last 
journey I should take of that distance, being very much fatigued with 
travelling ; and when it is known that I am now in my sixty-sixth year, 
and with but a feeble coastitution, I expect my excuse will be readily 
granted. 

“ As might be expected, the progress of the Doctrines of the New 
Church moves slow, in this quarter: I think, however, it may be said, 
that it is advancing a little. 1 have had more applications for the loan 
of books, than at any time heretofore.’ “ Joun M‘Cappon.” 





No. 5. “ Steubenville, (O.) May 15th, 1823—6€7. 

“ As to the state of our society, I have no ve ry prosperous account to 
give, yet nothing materially bad; we have seemed to gain but very 
slow ever since its first formation, and to have acquired as yet only a 
diminutive size; too much like a stunted shrub, and not like a tree in 
the Garden of God. This limited state of the New ¢ hurch may, in 
some measure, be accounted for in this way: Besides the common evils 
of life, which we know prevents its progress, the pe ople of Steuben- 
ville and its vicinity took a very early start in the various denomi- 
nations of the Old Church, and acquired a high stand in what is, at 
this day, called orthodox; and, by the combined exertions of the clergy, 
have created, and yet meee alive e, an almost immovable prejudice 
against what they call the visions of Swedenborg; and ihe nine tenths 
of mankind have not the resolution or fort tude to exercise their own 
judgments, but, like heavy laden animals, are groping along with their 
burdens upon their backs. Yet, notwithstanding all the bitter and 
most violent opposition, the number now on our list of the New 
Church, is twenty adult members, six of whom have subscribed within 
the last year, with several others favourable, and reading. There have 
been near twenty others, who have belonged to our society, but moved 
away to different parts of the Western country: Indeed, till this last 
year, they have neatly moved away as fast as they increased. But, 
glory be to the Lord, for his mercy and providence, that he is moving 
and settling New Church Men in every direction, through the world, 
thereby forming little centres and spheres; for every New Chure h 
Man is, in his degree, a preacher; for, wherever he settles, he begins 
to tell his neighbours that Jesus, in his Divine Humanity, is the only 
God of Heaven and Earth, &c.” “Davin Powe.” 
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No. 6. “ Wilkesbarre, (Pa.) May 12th, 1823—67. 

“ There are but few full receivers of the Heavenly Doctrines in this 
part of the county. My father, and mother, and Mrs. Haines are all 
that I know of. As to the last year, there are no particular circum- 
stances, except Mr. Roche’s; being so well known, it caused a great 
deal of inquiry. 

“ Tf the Rev. Holland Weeks should attend the Convention, or any 
other one that should make this his route, I desire to have him call 
and see us, for we are very destitute of information respecting the Doc- 
trines of the New-Jerusalem. 

“‘ J wish you to let me know what numbers there are in Baltimore, 
and also in the United States, who acknowledge the Sole and Supreme 








Divinity of Jesus Christ.” “ Henny BLAcKMAN.” 
No. 7. “ Lebanon, (0.) May 5th, 1823—67. 
“ It would be pleasing could I attend the approaching Convention ; 


but my age, infirmities, and worldly circumstances preclude even the 
prospect. Should I live, you will have my prayers that the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the only God of the Universe, in his Divine Humanity, 
may preside among you. 

“ The state of our Society is improving. As Thomas Newport, Jun. 
is very ardent in the ministry of the New Church, and preaches at se- 
veral different places every Sabbath, at a distance of more than twenty 
miles, a society is in view to be organized; especially as several per- 
sons are in membership with us, though residing at the distance of 
from thirty to forty miles. He preaches by request, sometimes, among 
New-Lights and Methodists, in their meeting-houses, or other places of 
public worship. He is sowing much seed.” 

“ Tuomas Newport.” 


No. 8. “ Young’s Town, (O.) May 15th, 1823—67. 

“‘ There are but few receivers of the Doctrines of the New Church 
in my neighbourhood ; Judge Todd and his family, myself and family, 
(both families consisting of twelve adult persons,) a Mr. Jacob H, 
Baldwin, and a free-will Baptist clergyman by the name of Cole, are 
now full receivers of the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem. 
There are two or three German families, who have several books of 
Emanuel Swedenborg’s writing, in the German language; they can- 
not, however, speak English, so that we are debarred the satisfaction 
of conversing together. There are, also, several persons, in this neigh- 
bourhood, who are seriously inquiring after the truth, and who have 
become partial receivers, in a greater or less degree. We have not 
formed ourselves into a regular society, yet we expect to this summer. 
There is a house in the town plat of Young’s Town, for the purpose of 
public worship, built by an individual person, which we can have the 
use of, without paying rent. Judge Todd is very zealous in the cause of 
the Lord’s New Church; he is presiding Judge for eight counties, and 
carries with him, when on his circuit, some of the New Church writings, 
which he leaves with those who appear to be inquiring after the truth, 

Vou. I. S 
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gets them on his next circuit, and leaves them with others, and so on. 
He informed me, a few weeks ago, that there was a great inquiry for 
Emanuel Sw edenborg’ s writings : We have not many of the books, but 
intend getting the whole of them. There is every reason to believe 
that, if there was a regular ordained minister, to preach here for a few 
years, there would be a respectable society in this place.” 

“ Josian Rossins.” 





No. 9. * Harrisburg, (Pa.) May 18th, 1823—67. 

‘“ Tt: would be the source of mutual gratification, if I could represent 
the cause of Truth and internal purity to be on the advance, in this 
quarter; such I fear is not, however, the case, at least not visibly, 
though we are not without hope that the Lord is preparing the public 
mind for an important and interesting scene. 

“ About ten days since, a young man of this place put into the hands 
of the Rev. Mr. Todd, an academical teacher, who occasionally 
preaches to a Presbyterian congregation as auxiliary toa Mr. De Witt, 
its regular pastor, a Unitarian pamphlet. Mr. 'T., on the following 
Sabbath, preached a most violent sermon against, not only the doc- 
trines, but the individuals who are concerned in distributing them, 
which it seems they succeed in to an alarming degree. 

‘“‘ These circumstances have excited much inquiry, and we hope will 
ultimately be brought to bear upon the minds of men in a beneficial 
manner, if the exclusive Divinity of our Lord jand Saviour was pro- 
perly expounded, by a Clergyman, while these things are fresh. 
Would it be worthy ‘the attention of the Convention, in the event of 
their assigning Missionary labours to any of the New Church Clergy- 
men, to make this a point? If they do so, my house and poor accom- 
modations will be at their service ; and I would be happy to be autho- 
rized to prepare the public mind for their reception, by giv ing notice 
in the papers, of the day on which they might be expected to preach, if 
I were advised on that head. 

“¢ As regards the number of receivers here, I believe we can reckon 
but three; of whom one, Mr. Birkman, a Swede, was educated in the 
New Church Doctrines; the other, Mr. Miller, an infirm old man, re- 
ceived them through books lent him by Mr. Birkman and myself. 
As to my own reception, I beg to refer, if it is desirable to be informed 
in relation to it, to Mr. Schlatter, of Philadelphia, and Mr. Espy, of 
Bedford.” * Ricnarp B. M‘Case.” 


No. 10. ** Rochester, (N. Y.) May 16th, i823—67. 
‘In this place are several readers of the Heavenly Doctrines, and 
many inquirers about them. What I have of the writings of Sweden- 
borg I continually lend. Our real members of the New ‘Church don’t 
consist of more than five or six. We meet to worship, in public, once 
a week, and but few come to hear. There are some sincere members 
who live several miles from this place, but not in society.” 
* Cuartes Hanrorn.” 
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No. 11. Newhope, (Pa.) May 31st, t823—67. 

I continued at Hulmeville, (a few miles distant,) till February last ; 
at which place I had the satisfaction to observe an increasing regard to 
the Word, and I hope the truth has made that impression on the 
minds of many that will not soon be erased. I distributed many tracts 
and pamphlets to the inhabitants, to whom I was enabled to preach 
the Heavenly Doctrines about nine months. I attended other places 
in this county as much as my situation would permit; besides attend- 
ing at a neighbouring school-room, I preached at Morrisville, August 
18th and October 27th. The first time, 1 had to defend our author 
and Doctrines against the erroneous insinuations of a Minister, made 
the preceding Sunday to that congregation, which I followed by a letter 
to the Minister, on the falsity of his charges. November 3d, according 
to appointment, I preached to a large number of people, in the court- 
house, at Newtown. February 3d, I attended and preached to a nu- 
merous congregation in the court-house at Doylestown; previous to 
that I had preached in this town, and since we removed to this place 
I have been favoured with the use of the Academy occasionally, and 
now have meeting in it every two weeks, on Sunday forenoon, and ge- 
nerally very well attended. Several appear disposed to be receptive 
of our Doctrines. We have commenced a social prayer-meeting in 
my house, and continue it on Thursday evenings, conducted as follows: 
Sing a hymn, prayer, then read and expound a portion of the Word, 
after which we converse on our Doctrines, answer objections, and give 
information concerning the New Church, &c., and finally conclude 
with singing and prayer. Ihave found a little opposition to the truth 
here, particularly from Ministers; but after making a stand against 
their erroneous charges, they are ashamed of the silly tales which they 
have propagated. I have no certainty of stopping here, but am mere- 
ly an itinerating Missionary. 

“ As I cannot attend the Convention, permit me to assure you, that 
nothing over which I had control, would have deprived me of the plea- 
sure and profit of being present with you. My mind is much engaged 
concerning the Convention; the recipients of our descending Jerusa- 
lem, in every part of the Union, are interested in your meeting: The 
reflecting mind must view the Convention as responsible to the Lord 
Jesus for all their decisions concerning the means to be adopted for 
the extension, consolidation, and the orderly government of his New 
Church. May you be graciously favoured with the Divine Blessing in 
the important proceedings of the Convention,” &c. “ J. Lister.” 








No. 12. “ Danby, (N. Y.) May 15th, 1823—67. 
“I received your circular, not long since, calling my attention to the 
approaching Convention. My heart will be with you, but in body 1 
must be absent; the distance is too great for my time, and also for my 
health: But should it be the good pleasure of the Lord to continue us 
both in the body, another year, I hope to meet vou in New-York or 
Philadelphia. ; 
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“ In Tioga the Church, for the year past, has made no external pro- 
gress, and one valuable female member has been called from the delu- 
sions of time to eternal realities. She was removed by gradual decay, 
and in the full possession of a sound mind. Her faith in the Lord 
Jesus was truly triumphant; although severely tried by old church- 
men, who felt for the welfare of her soul, as they pretended. She was 
very dear to me, being the wife of my eldest brother, and of course, a 
sister indeed. She was called from the natural to the spiritual world, 
April 13th, 1823. 

“ We have, notwithstanding, had the pleasure of seeing three inte- 
rested readers spring up among us, the year past, who promise fair to 
adorn the Doctrines of the Great God our Saviour. 

*¢ Our little Church, which consists of about thirty-six adult mem- 
bers, enjoys great peace : though I think much less zeal than old church- 
men. We often hear of remarkable revivals amongst Methodists, 
Baptists, and Presbyterians, but not among New Churchmen. The 
reason is plain ; we address the Understanding, and the heart through 
that medium, debasing the delights of self-love, and all its unclean lusts : 
They shun the understanding, assail the passions, debase reason, pam- 
per self-love, with all the delights of pride and vain glory, even with 
the expectation of personally treading down the wicked as ashes under 
their feet. May the Lord deliver us from such strong and vain delu- 
sions, that we may love our enemies, &c. 

“ I do by you, Dear Brother, present to the ennieahaia ministry and 
delegates, my ardent and sincere love. May our blessed Lord be with 
you; and may your deliberations be guided by his wisdom, and your 
zeal animated by his love ; then will the Church shine forth from ob- 
scurity, and her brightness be as the noon day. 

“ The members of our séction of the Church wish, by this letter, to 
be considered as represented in Convention, and associated with you in 
spirit. May the Lord bless us, and cause that from the rising of the 
sun unto the going down of the same, his name may be known, and ail 
nations worship him with one consent.” “ Lewis Beers.” 


No. 13. “ Cincinnati, (O.) May 12th, 1823—67. 

“ In this city, you are apprized, there is a Society incorporated 
under the style and title of “ ‘The first New-Jerusalem Society of Cin- 
cinnati.” It consists now of members ; owns a lot near the centre 
of the city, on which it has erected a frame meeting house of a size to 
accommodate about three hundred and fifty persons, plainly finished 
and painted white. ‘There are three sermons, or lectures, delivered in 
this house every Sabbath in the year, and no two of which are by the 
same person in the same day. Our present order is for the forenoon 
to be oceupied by myself, the afternoon by Brother Hurdus, and the 
evening by Brother Lovel. The speakers are all voluntary servants ; 
amongst whom, and between whom and the society, the greatest har- 
mony prevails. Brother Hurdus being the oldest speaker, and the 
only one amongst us who has been ordained according to the generally 
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approved custom, has always exclusively been permitted to administer 
the sacraments of baptism and the Lord’s supper. Last Monday even- 
ing we held a meeting for the reception of members, when ten excel- 
lent members were attached; many more are ready to come forward 
who did not then attend. A great deal of inquiry is making, with 
respect to the Doctrines, by the best part of our citizens, and from 
what has heretofore taken place, we have no hesitation in believing 
that the Doctrines will be received as rapidly, and as extensively, as 
there is suitable ground ; and that their influence will be seen and felt 
upon thousands who do not acknowledge them. 

“ The members of this society also hold meetings two or three even- 

ings every week, at the houses of those most convenient; at which 
familiar conversation on the Doctrines is held, and open to all who 
choose to attend ; much good, it is apprehended, is produced in this 
way. Ishould have informed you that all our speakers deliver their 
discourses extempore, and most frequently not knowing upon what 
part of the Word, or on what subject they shall treat, until they enter 
the pulpit. In this way, they always have an opportunity of adapting 
the discourse to the state of the audience. We have no doubt that 
much of our success, in promoting the Doctrines, results from this cir- 
cumstance. 

“‘ The rules for the government of our society are somewhat pecu- 
liar ; every member is perfectly free, and accountable for his actions to 
God only. Thus a sense of propriety, under the guidance of Good- 
ness and Truth, is each one’s only monitor. Under the influence of 
this rule, the utmost harmony and brotherly love prevails ; but one in- 
stance, for several years, of any disquiet has appeared, and that, as you 
will discover by what I have already stated, has entirely subsided. 

“‘ Our society has under its control a library of about one hundred 
volumes of New Church books; most of the members read considera- 
bly, and a considerable number of others read occasionally ; the minis- 
ters of the old church read none; and of late they make but little open 
opposition, though considerable secret means are used to prevent in- 
quiry. Upon the whole, I can say, that our society is acknowledgedly, 
by acquaintances and by strangers, who occasionally spend a few days 
amongst us, the happiest that is known to them. ‘There are several 
other societies of the New Church in this state and Indiana: We are 
not particularly informed respecting their present condition, and as you 
will probably receive communications from them, it is unnecessary for 
me to trouble you respecting them.” “ DanrEL Ros.” 














No. 14. “ Abingdon, (Va.) May 26th, 1823—67. 

“ F have, until lately, pleased myself with the idea of attending the 
Convention ; but it is impossible: And I now feel quite resigned to 
what appears to me the will of Providence. But you have my sincere 
wishes and prayers that all your deliberations and proceedings may be 
under the direction of Heaven, and be peculiarly calculated to pro- 
mote the interests of the Lord’s New Church. 
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The winter past has, in this place, been very tedious and dull; but, 
on the whole, I feel somewhat encouraged as to the prospects of the 
New Church. Prejudice seems, in some instances, to be wearing away, 
and a greater spirit of inquiry seems to prevail. A number of religious 
communications have appeared in the Abingdon paper, and have 
drawn much attention, through all the surrounding country, and we 
have some reason to hope that it will not all be in vain. 

“ T must request you to write to me immediately after the Conven- 
tion, and inform me of particulars, for I know not how to write until 
the proceedings shall be published.” “NATHANIEL Hoey.” 


No. 15. “¢ Henderson, (N. Y.) May 9th, 1823—67. 


“ The President of the General Convention of the New-Jerusalem. . 
Church, in the United States : 


‘¢ REVEREND AND VERY Dear Sir, 

“ Your affectionate invitation, in your circular, to attend our next 
General Convention, to be held in the city of Baltimore, I duly received. 
While you, with the rest of our beloved Brethren, shall be assembled 
under the auspices of “ the only wise God our Saviour,” it is clearly 
of his Divine Providence, that [ am permitted only to send this letter 
as my representative. That being gathered together in His name, as 
partakers of His nature, He will be in the midst of you, is undoubted. 
“ Lo, I am with you alway. ” Yea, “ He hath said, I will never leave 
thee, nor forsake thee.” <A parting can never take place between us, 
except by our leaving Him. Nor can this ever be, if we love Him and 
keep His commandments. 

“¢ How desirable it would have been, to have been with you exter- 
nally as well as internally in the General Convention, and likewise to 
have performed the proposed mission, I am not able to express. In 
the Divine Providence, it has been directed that it should be otherwise. 
Yet Iam not without hope, that the time will come, when I shall be 
more at liberty. It seems unspeakably desirable, that the disciples 
should “ go forth, and preach every where, the Lord working with 
them, and confirming the Word with signs following.” As recipients 
of the true light, “ they are the light of “the world. A city that is set 
on an hill cannot be hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it 
under a bushel: but on a candlestick, and it giveth light unto all that 
are in the house.” Such gracious representations appear far from in- 
dicating that the servants of the Lord should confine themselves per- 
petually to one little nook of the world. 

“ Respecting the state of the Lord’s New Church in Henderson and 
in the vicinity, it will be proper that a brief communication should be 
made. It is scarcely eighteen months since the writings of the Hon. 


Emanuel Swedenborg were first brought into this region. Previous 


to that time, however, many of the people had read in the Boston Re- 
corder a statement of the Doctrines I had received, as represented in 
the result of the Council which took place at my dismission from the 
eld church in Abington, Of course, very numerous and strong prejn- 
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dices were to be encountered. For a time, while men were riding over 
my head, it was my only alternative to go through fire and through 
water alone. The Lord did not suffer the gates of hell to prevail. 
The opposition of some excited the sympathy of others. Many felt a 
curiosity to hear, and some to read. Several, who were in the good 
of life, received almost as fast as they read. The invaluable books, 
my greatest treasures, have been devoted to the use of all who could be 
induced to read them with the prospect of any good to themselves. In- 
vitations to preach have always been more numerous than could be 
complied with. Funerals and weddings I have been frequently invited 
to attend. The receivers were generally Calvinists. The three located 
preacuiers have been removed, to stand upon their walls in other places. 
Several of their most able and zealous supporters have also taken their 
leave; others will follow soon. In Ellisburg there are some full re- 
ceivers, and others who are making commendable progress. Metho- 
dists, who are numerous in this region, have many of them been nibbling 
at the fisherman’s hook ; but whether any of them will ever take a full 
bite, and be drawn out of their waters, is somewhat problematical. 
They look wishfully, and turn away, and then look again. They often 
hear New Church discourses, and several of them are reading with in- 
terest. Indeed, a number of their preachers have renounced the tri- 
personality ; I had my information from one of them, who had been 
called to account for doing it, and who said there was a majority in his 
favour, so that he went clear. Ihave heard one pray twice, publicly 
and directly to the Divine Humanity. Another I have heard use the 
phrase Divine Humanity ; he had heard a sermon on that subject, and 
told me he liked the explications of the passages which had been ad- 
duced to illustrate and support it. 

* On the whole, the New Church seems to have made her appear- 
ance in this region, and her prospect is becoming more and more fa- 
vourable. We can do nothing; but the Lord can do all things in 
order. As respects the things of this world, we are scattered and poor; 
and still poorer are we as respects the things of the world to come; but 
the Lord maketh rich. With fervent prayer, that his presence and 
blessing may attend you, my Dear Sir, and the Convention in their 
deliberations and decisions, I am both your’s and theirs, very sincerely 








and affectionately in the Lord,” “ Hottanp WEEks.” 
No. 16. *¢ Henderson, (N. Y..) May 15th, 1823—67. 


‘¢ REVEREND AND veRY Dear Sir, 

“ Being unable to attend the General Convention, in June of the 
present year, at Baltimore, I feel an interest in the concerns of their 
meeting, which I know not how to describe. In answer to your very 
affectionate invitation, as President of that illuminated and highly fa- 
voured body of the friends and worshippers of the Divine Humanity, 
to attend with them, I wrote you by the last mail. It may seem some- 
what singular, that I should write again: My apology is, that my for- 
mer communication was too deficient, particularly as respects the 
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mission to which I was appointed by the last Convention. Their as- 
signation ought to have had a more respectful and particular notice. It 
was my sincere desire and hope, that before the year came round, the 
proposed mission could have been accomplished. ‘Though existing 
circumstances have been imperiously against it, in the particular route 
prescribed by the Convention, yet I have missionated, more or less, 
every week, during the past year The Lord has also blessed my fee. 
ble exertions by bringing a number to a full reception of the Heavenly 
Doctrines, and others to an acknowledgment of the Divine Humanity 
in our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. In my tour to Vermont, last 
fall, I had frequent opportunities to preach to large assemblies, and also 
to converse with many who appeared desirous to know the truth. By 
letters frequently received from that quarter, it appears that in several 
instances, lasting good will be the result. I had many old acquaint- 
ances in Vermont, who had never seen me since my change of senti- 
ments took place. During my ministry there in the old church, f had 
had several, what they called, wonderful religious revivals, under my 
preaching, which brouglit between two and three hundred to acknow- 
ledge Calvinism in the most rigid sense, and to make a public profession 
of religion ; I had instructed about twenty young men as students in 
divinity ; ; I had missionated a part of every year for about nine years, 
by appointment of the General Convention of Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational ministers in Vermont, annually made; ! had been editor of 
a monthly magazine five or six years, and one of the Trustees of the 
Missionary Society; I had often attended councils and preached ordi- 
nation sermons; my Calvinism was supposed to be as fixed as the 
basis of the Andes; as unalterable as absolute predestination ; an in- 
conceivable variety of representations and misrepresentations had been 
circulated, concerning the new sentimenis I had embraced. Owing 
probably to these circumstances, people flocked from every quarter to 
hear what the babbler would say. Their curiosity was amazing. 
Some, who had formerly been my best friends, were almost afraid to 
hear me. Very few of them refused because they apprehended it 
would be setting a bad example. Hence they could take a seat, in the 
evening, where they supposed they should not be noticed. But it was 
gratifying to find, that numbers, who would not formerly hear me preach 
Calvinism, would now hear me preach the New Church doctrines, and 
approve of what they. had heard. It was also gratifying to find, that 
not a few even of the Calvinists, and professors too, and also respecta- 
ble gentlemen, acknowledged that the Doctrine of the Tripersonality 
was false, and the Doctrine of the Divine Humanity true. This led 
others to say, that the church could not be put again where it had been, 
in seven years, if ever 

‘There are several readers i in Vermont with interest, in Middlebury, . 
in Salisbury, and in Pittsford. On my return 1 found one in Johns- 
town, N. York, and a few in New-Hartford. In the former of these 
places I preached once, and in the latter three times. William B. Cop- 
ley, of New-Hartford, I consider as a worthy and full receiver. He 
has all the books handsomely bound. and holds them for use, 
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In Henderson and vicinity, the full receivers are probably between 
twelve and twenty; the readers, with interest, about thirty; and the 
hearers of the New Church Doctrines, with pleasure, several hundreds, 
in a very scattered situation, and ef various denominations. Several 
have become receivers, from the Presbyterian church, which has of 
course become a matter of grief to their brethren, so that communion 
cannot be granted them at the table of the Lord. The Methodists 
look more at the life: They make a distinction between a man’s 
creed and his religion ; with this distinction made explicitly by their 
elder at the time, I have twice been invited to commune with them at 
the table of the Lord, and twice I have accepted their invitation, inas- 
much as the distinction was made. When they pray, and Iam present, 
they acknowledge me as “a Christian brother.” It has been highly 
gratifying to hear some of their leaders pray directly to the Divine Hu- 
manity, and not to vary from it, apparently, through the whole of their 
prayer. The Lord bless them with a more elevated view of Himself. 
The Lord bless us all. The Lord bless all our dear friends in Balti- 
more. The Lord bless the General Convention in their present ses- 
sion, and may he bless you, my beloved and respected brother. Both 
yours and theirs, I am, very affectionately and very respectfully, in the 
Lord,” “ HoLLanp WEEKs.” 


No. 17. Wheeling, May 30th, 1823—67. 

“ We have not as yet been able to form ourselves into a regular 
society, our members being in a very dispersed situation ; but we have 
an increase of readers. I preach every other Lord’s day in my own 
house, and occasionally in Ohio. 

‘I have recently added to the New Church six persons by baptism.” 

“ Ricnarp H. Gog.” 


Ge 


The prescribed limits of this Journal render it necessary to abridge 
and condense the reports of the several Delegates. The following is a 
synopsis of the information they contain : 

In Baltimore, the church has received but a small accession of mem- 
bers for the last year: It is, however, consoling to reflect that the 
greatest degree of harmony and Christian affection still prevails among 
them all ; and they are not without hopes, that their orderly and peace- 
able conduct has had a pleasing and happy effect on all their fellow- 
citizens, and that the good seed sown here, from time to time, will, ere 
tong, burst through the cold clods of sectarian prejudice, and appear in 
all the beauty of celestial verdure. 

In Philadelphia, more than ordinary attention has been excited in 
the public mind towards the Doctrines of the New Dispensation, in 
consequence of their cordial reception by the Rev. Manning B. Roche, 
an Episcopal Clergyman, who made a public avowal of his faith, and, 
at the same time, resigned his pastoral charge over a numerous congre- 
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gation. He has ever since preached in two different places, in the 
Northern and Southern section of the city, to large and attentive audi- 
tories. As these things have increased the number of inquirers, it has 
had the effect, naturally, to increase the number of hearers in the ‘Tem- 
ple, some of whom, under the Divine blessing, will be brought to per- 
ceive the internal truths of the Divine Word, and the absolute necessity 
of a eorrespondent life. Several applications to join the church had 
been lately made. 

In Frankfort, the ehurch was in a promising state. The late Rev. 
Mr. Boyle, with the assistance of two of his members, had been in the 
habit, for the last two or three years, of statedly attending exght or tex 
different stations, in a circuit of ten miles, and preaching the Heaven- 
ly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem. Since the decease of our Rev. 
Brother, the two members above alluded to still continue their visits, 
at stated times, with acceptance and increasing success, 

In Greensburg, ( Pa.) the blessings of the Second Advent have been 
realized by several devout and pious Christians, who are alike diligent 
im “ working out their own salvation,” and in assisting others in the 
same important duty. They do not hide their light under a bushel, but 
let it so shine before men as to enable many to see their good works, 
and glorify God. 

In New-Jersey, the prospect is very encouraging. A society of 
Freewill Baptists have lately published a Hymn Book, to which is at- 
tached the Articles of Faith, as held in the New-Jerusalem Church; 
and during the absence of their preachers, some of the New Church 
writings are read in public, by one of the members, as a substitute for 
asermon. At Morristown, in this state, Port Elizabeth, and several 
other places, the readers are increasing, and much inquiry is excited. 

In Trenton, the Rev. Mr. Boswell, who had been sixteen years pas- 
tor of a Calvinist Baptist Society in that place, has cordially and fully 
received the Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, and announced that fact 
to his congregation, in a pamphlet of twenty-four pages. Here was 
another painful separation, of a beloved pastor from a flock who look- 
ed up to him as to a parent and a friend. Many of them will still ad- 
here to him, from personal affection, and several others from a love of 
the New Doctrines. 

In the City of New-York, the society is considered to be in a flou- 
rishing state; and though the additions to their numbers during the 
Jast year, has been inconsiderable, yet it is believed that the state has 
been progressive. More zeal (or interest in the cause) has begun to 
manifest itself, flowing from an increased love of the truth, and a desire 
that its influence should be brought down into the life. The society 
consists, at present, of fifty or sixty adult members, of whom about 
thirty are communicants. The chapel where the society meet for wor- 
ship, is respectably attended, and sometimes well filled with attentive 
hearers. ‘There are a few new readers, some o. which are much 
interested, . 
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From the society at River-Head, on Long-Island, no intelligence 
has been received. It is believed, however, that their interest in the 
cause is unabated, and that they avail themselves of every opportunity 
to advance the church in their vicinity. 

At New-Hartford, near Utica, in the State of New-York, is a very 
zealous receiver of the Doctrines, Mr. William B. Coply, who is in pos- 
session of all the writings, and whose endeavours to obtain readers have 
been attended with some considerable success. 

At Ithaca, in the county of Tompkins, in this state, Mr. Howland 
Greenhill, a cordial receiver of the New Doctrines, is actively engaged 
in propagating them among the lovers of truth in his vicinity. 

In Boston, the society has been increased by several additional re- 
cipients; it has-been recently incorporated, and the number of its 
members is now about forty. They have a social and circulating li- 
brary which contains several sets of the principal theological works of 
Swedenborg. ‘There are many: attentive and interested readers in dif- 
ferent parts of the state. 

In Bath, in the state of Maine, there is a flourishing little socisiy, 
from which no delegate or communication was received by the present 
Convention. From private intelligence, however, we learn that their 
prospects are brightening, and their zeal increasing. 


ORDINATION AND COMMUNION. 


The Sixth Gengrat Convention closed its session on Saturday, 
June 7th, 1823—67 ; and on the following day, after morning service, 
the Rev. M. B. Roche was solemnly ordained by the Rev. John Har- 
grove, assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Carll and Doughty. The charge 
pronounced by Mr. Hargrove, on this occasion, was truly solemn and 
impressive; and will appear in the third Number of the “‘ New-Jeru- 
salem Missionary and Intellectual Repository,’ published in the city 
of New-York, by Brother Samuel. Woodworth. The Ordination was 
followed by the Communion Service, in which all the members of the 
Convention participated, together with their Brethren and Sisters of 
the Baltimore Society. 








THE NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY, 


AND 


INTELLECTUAL REPOSITORY. 


In enumerating the means which had been adopted, (since the last 
Annual Report,) for disseminating, more extensively, the Heavenly 
Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, Mr. Espy, of Bedford, (Pa.) informed 
the Convention that a new Monthly Magazine, devoted exclusively te 
the interests of the New Church, had been commenced in the city of 
New-York, by Brother S. Woopwortn, under the immediate inspec~ 
tion and patronage of the “ New-York Society for the Dissemination 
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of the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jerusalem, as contained in the 
writings of Emanuel Swedenborg,” which, if duly encouraged, would, 
doubtless, be instrumental of doing much good to the cause it had 
espoused. 

The Editor has since been presented, (among innumerable written 
testimonials of approbation from various quarters,) with the following 


CERTIFICATE. 


‘6 We, the undersigned, Members of the Lord’s New Church, in the 
United States of America, having perused the first number of a new 
periodical work, entitled the New-Jerusalem Missionary and Intellec- 
éual Repository, edited and published, in the city of New-York, by our 
worthy and indefatigable Brother, Mr. Samuel.Woodworth, do most 
earnestly RECOMMEND the same to the lovers of truth generally, 
and our Brethren of the New Church in particular, as being eminently 
culculated to disseminate the Heavenly Doctrines of the New-Jeru- 
salem, and to subserve the glorious cause of truth, in which every 
GENUINE recipient is ardently engaged. 

“ The talents and industry of Brother Woodworth, are well known 
and duly appreciated. As the editor and publisher of a former work, 
of a similar character, called the Halcyon Luminary, he has already 
been an instrument, in the hands of Our Merciful Lord, of widely dis- 
seminating the Doctrines, and consequently of extending the sphere of 
the New Church in this free and enlightened country. 

“The utility of a periodical work in the United States, for the espe- 
cial promulgation of spiritual truth, and as a Repository of the many 
valuable thoughts and opinions of our literary Brethren, which would 
otherwise be lost to the world, we trust, is acknowledged by all. It is 
therefore hoped, that this recommendation will have its due weight with 
our Brethren, and that they will not only patronise it themselves, but 
exert their influence, in its behalf, with others.” 


i> The foregoing Certificate bears the signatures of many of 
the most respectable Members of the New Church in America, includ- 
ang both Clergy and Laity. | 


In addition to the foregoing, the editor is daily receiving letters from 
his patrons, which express sentiments of a similar nature; a few of 
which only can be subjoined, for want of room. The first is from the 
Rev. Holland Weeks, dated 


“¢ Henderson, (N. Y.) June 12th, 1823. 
“ Your seven numbers of the New-Jerusalem Missionary came to 
hand by the last mail. We are highly pleased with it; my expecta- 
tions are exceeded. Go on, Brother, and prosper,” &c. &c. 


“ HoLLAND WEEks.” 


The same Reverend Writer says, in another letter : 


‘J could name several persons, in various parts of the United States, 
who became receivers of the Heavenly Doctrines in consequence of 
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your publication of the Halcyon Luminary. It is not improbable that 
my weeting with it when on a journey, some years since, was the oc- 
casion of keeping my curiosity awake, until the writings of Sweden- 
borg, by a most merciful Providence, fell into my hands.” 


The following is an extract of a letter from the Honourable John 

Young, dated 
“ Greensburg, ( Pa.) June 3d, 1823. 

“ Yesterday the first number of the New-Jerusalem Missionary 
came to hand. I rejoice to find it so good, both in substance and form. 
It has occurred to me that such of our brethren, in this country, as have 
friends or correspondents in England, should write for subscriptions, to 
encourage a work which promises to be so useful,” &c. &c. 

“ Joun Younc.” 


The following is an extract of a letter which enclosed the names of 
several new subscribers, obtained in consequence of a perusal of the 
first number. It is dated 

* Port Elizabeth, June 5th, 1823. 

“If I can get the Missionary into the hands of men of mind, it will, 
I think, be like ‘ bread cast upon the waters.’ The general portion of 
readers will have time to read a work of that kind, when it would be 
difficult to get them to take hold of a large work; and the variety of 
matter will give them views, upon most points of doctrine, ina con- 
cise and brief manner.” “ Jossua Brick.” 

The following is an extract of a letter to the editor, dated 

“ Wilkesbarre, May 12th, 1823. 

“You will send me one copy of the New-Jerusalem Missionary, 
and I enclose three dollars for the same. 

‘“‘ It was by means of the Halcyon Luminary, (published by you,) 
that we became acquainted with the writings of Swedenborg,” &c. &c. 

“ Henny BuackMan.” 








REV. MR. BOYLE. 


Having already, in a previous page of this JournaL, recorded the 
decease of this “ Israelite in whom was no guile,” it is deemed proper, 
in this place, to notice the Sermon which was, at his own request, 
preached to his weeping congregation, by the Rev. Mr. Carll, of Phi- 
ladelphia. 

After an appropriate and impressive exordium, calculated to draw 
the attention from the evanescent things of time and sense, and fix it on 
the great realities of the eternal world, the preacher proceeded as fol- 
lows, repeating his text, from Rev. xxi. 7, “ He that overcometh shall 
inherit au. things, and I will be his God, and he shall be my son.” 


“ This passage from the Divine Word was selected by our deceased 
Brother. I was called to him a short time previous to his decease ; 
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and requesting me to take a seat by his bed-side: ‘ Brother,’ said he, 
‘I wish you to preach my funeral sermon,’ and at the same time 
pointed out the text which | have read. 

“ The placid and tranquil state of mind, the serenity with which 
he looked forward to his approaching change, and the full assurance of 
hope and confidence which possessed his soul, all seemed te evince 
that he had already entered upon the enjoyment of that blessed inhe- 
ritance which is promised in the text to those that overcome. 

“ There is no doubt he saw something in this interesting passage 
peculiarly applicable to his own state, and in perfect accordance with 
those sensations of delight which animated his bosom, and seemed, for 
a time, to rekindle the expiring lamp of life. 

“ From that inward peace which he enjoyed—that glow of love 
which he felt towards all men, and that delightful prospect of futurity 
which the opening heavens presented to his view, he felt that his in- 
ward foes were subdued, that his Lord had spoken the word, ‘ come 
out of him,’ and that he beheld himself sitting at Jesus’ feet, clothed 
and in his right mind. 

“In this holy text then, Brethren, you have your beloved Pastor 
once more preaching to you---you hear him proclaiming the everlast- 
ing Gospel—you hear him exhorting you to patience and perseverance 
in your spiritual warfare —to fight manfully against the enemies of your 
souls; you hear him inviting you to a participation of that blessed in- 
heritance, promised to all who overcome. ‘Those lips which have so 
often spoken comfort and consolation to your souls, are now sealed in 
death ; those hands which have so often administered the bread of life 
from the Living Fountain, now lie cold and motionless ; yet, mindful 
of his charge, even in death, he lifts up his voice, and, through me, 
proclaims to you the precious promises and encouragements of the 
Gospel. He directs you to those blessed words, ‘ He that overcometh 
shall inherit all things, and I will be Azs God, and he shall be my son.” 
He has left you a rich legacy, which, if suffered to have its due weight 
and influence upon your minds, will ‘be of more value than all the gold 
of Peru! 

‘¢ His spirit still hovers over his beloved charge, and with anxious 
solicitude invites you to the Lord Jesus, as the ‘ Only name, under 
heaven, given among men, whereby you can be saved’. ” 


Want of room will prevent any copious extracts. The preacher 
faithfully described the nature of those spiritual enemies which we are 
called upon to fight against and overcome, in order to realize the pro- 
mise, viz. our evil affections and false persuasions ; our corrupt desires, 
and vicious thoughts ; “ the world, the flesh, and the devil.” He 
then proved our ability to engage in, and prosecute the spiritual war- 
fare; painted, in vivid colours, the glories of that inheritance which the 
victory secures us; and solemnly exhorted his hearers to commence 
the contest without delay, and “ persevere to the end.” The follow- 
ing paragraphs conclude the discourse : 
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* Look at that lifeless clay! see, it is cold, dumb, motionless: it is 
soon to become the food of worms, and moulder into dust! But where 
is the spirit? That cannot decay. Where is the man? He is not here, 
he is risen. Why $eek ye for the living among the dead ? 

“ His work is done—his labours are finished—and he has now 
gone to receive that reward which God, the righteous Judge, has in 
store for them that love him! 

“ He has been a faithful labourer in his Lord’s vineyard; he has 
been instrumental in turning many to righteousness, and now he re- 
ceives his promised reward. They who turn many to righteousness 
shall shine as stars for ever and ever. Dan. xii. 3. But why dwell 
upon this subject? Why tell you of these things? Some of you, per- 
haps, may have been awakened, and mercifully brought to yourselves, 
under the preaching of our beloved Brother. You have often witness- 
ed his ardent zeal, his labours of love, his simple and unaffected elo- 
quence, his earnest entreaties for you to turn from sin and vanity to the 
service of the Living God. 

*¢ He spared not himself in the glorious cause which he had under- 
taken; in obedience to his Master’s call, his soul, all the powers of his 
mind, and the strength of his body, were engaged in promoting his 
Master’s kingdom. His exertions have been crowned with success. 
He had the happiness, before his departure, to witness the reception of 
those sacred truths in the minds of many, which he so firmly believed 
himself—which constituted the happiness of his life, which supported 
and animated him in the hour of death, and’which he recommended, 
and desired me to recommend to you, with his dying breath.” 


—=—=_======= 
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Tribute to the memory of 


She Rev. Fir. Bovle. 


[BY MRS. Cc. M. THAYER.] 














©! not as those deprived of hope we mourn, 
When nature claims the fond regretful tear, 
For worth departed—We are well assured 
That when this frail and feverish being fails, 
God has prepared a mansion, in the Heavens, 
For all his faithful followers below. 
Thus faith extatic lifts the darkening veil 
Which Heaven’s mystérious purposes conceals, 
And hails “ another and a better world.” 
Our brother is not dead. The star that sets 
Behind the western wave, is not extinct ; 
It brightens in another hemisphere, 
And gilds another evening with its rays. 
Our brother is not dead—the mortal part 
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Of man’s compounded nature moulders back 
To dust, from whence it sprung. The conscious soul, 
Alited to Angels, hails the glorious change, 
And joins the blest societies above 
In all the freshness of immortal youth. 
O! might the muse, with daring flight, presume 
To trace his progress in that world of bliss ; 
To paint the glories that unfold to view 
Where Love and Wispom in full lustre shine, 
How would the theme transcend all human thought ! 

But, ah! *tis vain—to me is only given 
Humbly to emulate his holy zeal, 
And be, like him, obedient to the call 
Of sacred truth. Then, when the fleeting dream 
Of life is past, and I, like him, shall rest 
My weary head beneath the sheltering sod, 
Like him sustain’d, my faint, expiring voice, 

' With its last efforts, shall attest the peace 
Of inward virtue. Happy soul, farewell ! 
E’en with the tears, that fall upon thy grave, 
Love, joy, and hope shall mingle. ‘Though thy flock 
May mourn their leader—though the tender ties 
Of kindred and affection bind to earth, 
The Lorp shall be the Shepherd of thy flock— 
Shall pour the balm of holy consolation 
Into the wounded bosom that laments 
Thy early flight. 
O! while the Muses’ fading wreath I twine, 
To bind thy dear remembrance to my heart, 
Heaven grant the prayer my ardent spirit breathes, 
That I may cherish, to my latest hour, 
The precious faith. which thus defies the shaft 
Of wo and death, and triumphs in the hour 
Of nature’s dissolution. 


eee Qe 
TO CORBESPONDENTS. 


The unexpected length of the Journal of the Proceedings of the Sixth 
General Convention, (notwithstanding we have given our patrons eight 
extra pages,) has excluded several articles prepared for this Number ; 
but which shall not be neglected. 

“ An Inquirer after the Truth,”. who thinks our Doctrine of the 
Lord contradicted by those passages of the Word which represent 
Christ as praying to the Father, shall be satisfied in our next Number. 

“ 4 plain and familiar Letter, on the Resurrection,” shall have a 
place in our next. 

A highly valued Correspondent has sent us several interesting Dia- 
logues, between a Mr. G., of the New Church, and some clerical gen- 
tleman of the Old. Thev shall have an early insertion. 








